THE FAST
dian Union or in Pakistan, felt perfectly safe even if they were
in the minority of one. There would be no favoured and no de-
pressed community anywhere. All should forget their religious
affiliations. He was working to this end. He was working in
such a manner that the majority community in each State
should go forward and create the necessary conditions of free-
dom.
Some one asked him: Was it possible that his fast would
have any effect on the anti-social elements in society ? Today,
i.e., during the present recrudescence, it was this element which
had gained the upper hand. Could their hearts be converted by
Gandhiji's crucifixion ? Gandhiji's answer was very clear and
emphatic. He said that goondas were there because we had
made them so. During one year of past anarchy, it was under-
standable how these elements in society had gained respect-
ability. But the war between Pakistanis and those for Un-
divided India had ended. It was time for peace-loving citizens
to assert themselves and isolate goondaism. Non-violent non-
co-operation was a universal remedy. Good was seli-existent9
evil was not. It ^ was like a parasite living on and round good,
It would die of itself when the.support that good gave was with-
drawn. The heart of the anti-social elements may or may not
be changed; it would be enough if they were made to feel that
the better elements of society were asserting themselves in the
interests of peace and in the interests of normality.
To the interviewers from Central Calcutta GandhijFs ad-
vice, therefore, was that they should desist from a sympathetic
fast, go forth among the oppressed in each quarter, assure them
that they were safe, and rebuild life so that safety would be a
permanent feature - of the new State of India.   He would per- -
sonally have loved to move about from quarter to quarter in
Calcutta in order to place his views before the various bodies,
"but  his  physical  condition  would  not  permit  it    If  others
worked, bow could he rest ? Yet he was bound to make las,,
contribution. He felt that it should be in the shape of a fast
The friends from Central Calcutta wtere followed by ot&n&'y
There came a deputation from the Bar Associating; of Galcnttt -.
'with the promise that its members would do 'alLttiat'iay wftfaift :v
,!tHeir power to restore peace. Friends